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Web Design Specialist 
(Adobe CS5 Web Edition) 
The Web Design Specialist course (formerly titled Design Methodology and Technology) teaches you how to 
design and publish Web sites. General topics include Web Site Development Essentials (such as the site 
development process, customer expectations, and ethical and legal issues in Web development), Web 
Design Elements (such as aesthetics, the site user's experience, navigation, usability and accessibility), 
Basic Web Technologies (such as basic Hypertext Markup Language [HTML], Extensible HTML [XHTML] 
and extended technologies, image files, GUI site development applications, site publishing and 
maintenance) and Advanced Web Technologies (such as multimedia and plug-in technologies, client-side 
and server-side technologies, and Web databases).  

In this course, you will work with popular production tools such as Microsoft Expression Web, and Adobe 
Dreamweaver and Flash. You will study design and development technologies such as Cascading Style 
Sheets (CSS), Extensible Markup Language (XML), JavaScript, Java applets, Dynamic HTML, plug-ins, 
multimedia and databases. You will also explore the extensibility of design tools, incompatibility issues 
surrounding these tools, and the functionality of current Web browsers.  

Web Design Specialist will also teach you to manage the Web site development process. You will learn 
about new technologies and traditional strategies involving the Web designer job role. Throughout this 
course, you will learn how Web sites are developed as managed projects, relate Web site development to 
business goals, and apply guidelines for user accessibility to Web site development. You will also consider 
site design from several perspectives. You will approach design from the Web user's perspective so that 
you can identify with user interests and needs. You will also assume the roles of Web designer and project 
manager, as you work through the Web site development process by evolving a Web presence site into a 
working prototype Web project. Hands-on labs include real-world scenarios based on a previously live 
version of the Habitat for Humanity International Web site. Note that students will build prototype pages 
using Habitat for Humanity content. This content is provided by Habitat for Humanity with permission to 
use it in labs teaching site development skills. The prototype pages that students build do not necessarily 
represent, duplicate or simulate the current live Habitat for Humanity Web site, which can be visited at 
www.habitat.org. 
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Ethical and Legal Issues in Web 
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Ethics and Law in Web 
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What Is HTML? 
HTML Goals 
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Dreamweaver CS5 — 
Advanced Features 

Rollover Images in Dreamweaver 
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JavaScript and DHTML 
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Why Script? 
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What Is JavaScript? 
JavaScript vs. Other Languages 
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with the User 
JavaScript Functions 
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Plug-Ins and  Java Applets 
Plug-In Technology 
Plug-In Installation 
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Maintenance 
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Web Publishing with an FTP Client 
Web Publishing with Expression 

Web 
Web Publishing with Dreamweaver 
Comparing Web Publishing Tools 
Maintaining Web Sites 
Web Server and Web Site Security 

 

Target Audience 
Web authors, marketing and communications professionals, PR professionals, Webmasters, graphic 
designers, desktop designers, technical writers, and library scientists. 

Job Responsibilities 
Implement and maintain hypertext -based Web sites using authoring and scripting languages; create Web 
content; use Web management tools and digital media tools; and apply human-factor principles to design. 

Prerequisites 
Students taking this course need a basic understanding of Internet functionality and tools, and X/HTML. 
No prerequisite courses or certifications are required prior to taking this course or the corresponding 
certification exam. However, the course and exam are challenging and comprehensive. CIW offers the Web 
Foundations Associate curriculum to provide the base of foundational X/HTML and Internet knowledge 
necessary for this course. The CIW Foundations courses are not required, but for many candidates they 
are extremely helpful. 

 




